Guidelines For grade 8 Science
Teacher: Mr. Berger


                                                                                                                         

Topics Covered

	Chapter
	Topic
	Marking Period

	1
	Science Skills - Scientific Graphing / Safety / Scientific method / Controlled experiments / Measuring / Density
	1

	15
	Energy – Forms / Conversion and Conservation 
	2 and 3

	16
	Thermal Energy – Heat Transfer
	2 and 3

	14
	Work and Machines – Work / Power / Mechanical Advantage / Machines
	2 and 3

	11
	Motion – Distance / Displacement / Speed / Velocity / Acceleration
	3

	12
	Forces and Motion – Forces / Newton’s Laws
	3

	-
	Astronomy – Stars / Solar System / Sun / Planets
	1

	-
	Geology – Plates / Earthquakes / Volcanoes / Rocks / Minerals
	1 and 2

	-
	Weather – Atmospheric Layers / Pressure / Cloud Types
	2


Daily Mandatory Materials
Dedicated notebook or folder, paper, calculator, pencils, erasers, highlighters, markers, etc.
Class rules

· Raise your hand and wait to be recognized by the teacher before talking.

· Be on time and be prepared for class. Your science book must have a cover on it.
· Be respectful of others and me.
· Keep room clean

Responsibilities 
· If absent find out what you missed (see the class web site, google classroom, another student, or me) and make up the work.
· Keep your notes and assignments organized neatly in your notebook.
· Monitor your grades on Home Access Center.
· During labs, demos, and large group activities follow directions that are given.  This is important to help reduce the possibility of accident and/or injury. If you are unable to follow directions or proper behavior during labs you will be excluded from them.   
Textbook (Physics Unit) - Physical Science Concepts in Action (Prentice Hall, ©2011).   
Books will be issued to all students. Copies are available in the cafeteria as well as the ISS room, and tutoring rooms.  
Class Web Site
https://www.boyertownasd.org/Domain/604
(or go to the school district website and click teacher page Mr. Berger.)
You are expected to regularly use this web site for planning, organization, assignments, and other resources.
Grading Procedures
Grading System


A marking period grade is based on the total number of points earned during a marking period. Each activity listed below is worth”X” amount of points. The student adds their total points and then divides by the total number of possible points to determine their percentage. Then a letter grade will be assigned using the district standard. (see Student Handbook)

Example: A student earns 400 points out of 500. His/her grade is:


% grade = 
number of points earned      
* 100    = 400 * 100 = 80%


      total number of possible points                     500
Tests and Unit Tests – There will be 4 announced unit tests and some chapter tests.
Quizzes- (Announced and Unannounced) Points will vary. (5-30 pts.)

Homework- All homework will be checked the day it is due or immediately upon return from an absence. Each assignment will be worth 5-10 pts. depending on the number of assignments given during the marking period. 

Activities and Labs- Each lab and activity will be graded. (5-50 pts.)

Reports and Projects- These will be assigned periodically. The value of the assignment will be told to the student.
Extra Credit- Extra credit is given occasionally and will pertain to the current coarse material.

8th Grade project:
This project will count as part of your 3rd marking period grade.

Late Assignments:
An assignment that is turned in late will receive a 10% per day deduction unless stipulated otherwise in the assignment rubric.  An assignment turned in after the assignment has been reviewed in class or graded and returned to students will receive a zero (or maximum half-credit at teacher’s discretion).

Making up work when Absent:
When you miss a class due to an absence you will be given the same amount of days to complete any missed assignments as was given for the students who were in class.  If extended periods of classes are missed work may be picked up by a parent or a classmate.

Final End of Year Grade:
The final grade will be calculated by averaging the three quarterly grades each counting as 33 1/3% of the final grade.
